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#: H E:Diſcourſe; we had:the 
F=> other-Day, 'I hope: ſatisfied 
© youin the mainjithat Chriſt 
& can have but one Church 
here _ Earth, and I; be- 
lieve thatrit 15:as.viſibld.ag 
thavthe Scripture 1s in Print ; 
That. none can 'be /: thac 

Vol + Church, but that, which:is 
called. .the. Roman Catholick- Church. :;J think you 
need not trouble your ſelf with entring - into; that 
Ocean of particular Diſputes, when themain,; and; 
in truth, the only Queſtion is ; Where that Church 
is, which we profeſs to. beheye in the two Creeds.? 
We declare there: to believe one:Catholick-, :.and 
Apoſftolick Church, and. 1t is.not lefs:ro every phan- 
rtaſtical mans head to believe as he;pleaſes, burta 
the Church, to 'whom Chrift left the pawer upon 
Earth to govern us in matters of Faith, who'made 
thefe Creeds for our directions: It were a very Ir- 
rational thing to make Laws for a Country, . and 
leave it to the Inhabitants, to be the Interpreters 
and Judges of thoſe Laws, For then every, man 
will be his own Judge, and by conſequence no 
ſuch thing as either right or wrong, Can we 
therefore ſuppoſe that God Almighty would leave 
us at thoſe uncertainties, as to give us a Rule to go 
by, and leave every mar} to be his own Judge ? I do 
ask any ingenuous man, whether it be not the 
ſame thing to follow our own Phancy or to inter- 
pret the Scripture by it ? I would have any man 
ſhew me, where the power of deciding matters of 
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Faith 1s given to every particular man. Chriſt lefc 
his power to his Chtirch even: 2d forgive ſins in 
Heaven, and left his Spirit with them, which they 
excrcifed after - Mis Rehattedtion : Firſt by his A- 
poſties. in theſe 'Creeds, and many years after by 
the Gonneil at Nice, where that Creed was made 
that is called by chat name, and by the power which 
they! had received from Chriſt , they were the 
Jadges even'of the Scripture it felf many years 
afrcr the Apoſtles , which Books were Canonical 
aid which were not. And it they had this power 
then, I defire to know how they came to be it, 
and by what Authority men ſeparate themſclves 
from that Church ? The only pretence þ ever 
leaed o_ becauſe we _ has failed in 
wreſting and mterprenng the Scripture contrary to 
the om. ſerice and nas Ir . of that a 
have impoſed Arcickes of Faich upon us, whichare 
not to be warranted by Gods word? I do deſire to 
know who is to be Judge of that , whether the 
whok Church , the Succeſhon whereof has con- 
tinued to this day withour interruption , or par- 
ticular men who have raiſed Schiſms for their own 
adyantage ? 


This ts a true Copy of a Paper I found in 
the late King my Brothers Strong 
Box, pritten in his own Hand. 


JAMES R 
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VEE n= N--/-al . 4- 4 2.x ths . 3 
TED 72k. Every man: thinks hitnfelf 


WM 08585, as competent a Judge of the 
CRM; Ds ' Scriptures as the Yeh Apo- 
NS. ftles themſclyes ; and 'tis no 
WR ESE wonder that it thould be ſo, 
+ —_ - © ſincetharpartofthe Nation, 
which looks moſt like a Church, dares hor bring 
the true Arguments againſt the orher Sects, for fear 
chey ſhould be turned againſt themſelyes, atid'con- 
| futed by cheir own Arpltnents. The Church of Eng- 
land (as *tis calld) would fain have it' thought, 
that they are the Judges in matters Spiritual; 'and 
yet dare not ſay poſitively that'there is no Appeal 
from them; for eithet they muſt fay, that they are 
fofallible (which they cannot pretend to) ot con- 
fels that what they decidein matters of Conſtience, 
isno further to be followed, then'it agrees with eve- 
ry mans private judgment. If Chriſt did leaye a 
Church here upon Earch, and we'were all once of 
chat Church, how ? and by what Anthority, did we 
ſeparate from that Church ? If the power of Incer- 
preting of Scripture be in every, mans brain, what 
necd have weofa Church or Charch-mentTo whar 
urpoſe then did our Saviour, after he. had given 
[£2 Apoſtles power to Bind and Looſe in Heaven and 
Earth, add to it, that he would be with them even 
10 the End of the World? Theſe words were not 
ſpoken Parabolically, or by way of Figure. Chriſt 
was then aſcending into his Glory, and left his 
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power with his Church even to the End of the 
World. We have had theſe hundred years paſt, the 
fad effects of denying to the Church that Power in 
matters. Spiritual, - without. an Appeal. Whar 
Country can ſubſiſt in peace or quiet, where there 
15.not a Supream Judge from whence there can 
be no! Appeal ? Ean there be any Juſtice done 
where the Offenders arc their own Judges, and 
equal Interpreters of the Law, with thoſe thar are 
appointed to adniinifter Juſtice ? This 1s our Caſe 
here in England in matters Spiritual ; for the Pro- 
reſtants are not of the Church of England, as 'tis 
| the true Church from whence there can be.no 
Appeal; bur becauſe the Diſcipline of that Church 
3s conformable at that preſent to their fancies, which 
as-ſoon as it ſhall contradict or vary from, they are 
ready to embrace or joyn with the next Congrega- 
tion of: Pcople., whoſe Diſcipline and Worſhip 
agrees withtheir opinion at that time; fo that ac- 
cording to this Doctrine there is no other Church, 
nor Interpreter of Scripture bur that which lies in 
every mans giddy brain.. I defire to know therefore 
of every ſcrious confiderer of theſe things, whether 
the great work. of our Salvation ought ro depend 
upon ſuch a Sandy foundation as this ? Did Chriit 
ever ſay to the Civil Magiſtrate (much leſs to the 
People) that he would be with them to the End of the 
World 2 'Or, did he give them the power 0 forgive 
Sins? . St. Paul tells the Corinthians, Ye are Gods 
Husbandry, ye are Gods Building ; we are Labourers 
with. God, This ſhews who are the Labourers, and 
who are the Husbandry and Building , And in this 
whole Chapter and in the preceding one, S. Paul 
takes great pains to ſer forth that they, the Clergy, 


have the Spirit of God, without which no man ſearch- 
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eth the deep things of God ; and he concludeth the 
Chapter with chis Verſe, For who hath known the 
mind of the Lord that he may inftruft him? But we 
have themind of Chriſt. Now it wedo bur conſider 
in humane. probability and reaſon, the powers 
Chriſt leaves' ro his Church in che Goſpel,” and 
St. Paul explains ſo diſtin&ly afterwards,we cannot 
think that our Saviour faid all theſe things to no 
purpoſe; And pray. coxfider on the other fide, 
that thoſe, who reſiſt the truth; and will notſubmie. 
to his Church, draw their Arguments from Impli- 
cations, and far fetch'd Interpretations, at the 
ſame time that they deny plain and poſitive words ; 
whichis ſo great a Diſingenuity,that 'tis not almoſt 
to be thought that they can believe themſelves. 
Is there any other foundation of the - Proteſtant 
Church, bur that ifthe Civil Magiſtrate pleaſe, he 
may call ſuch of the Clergy as:he chinks fit for his 
turnat that time; and turn the Church either co 
Presbytery, Independency, or indeed what he pleaſes ? 
This was the way of .our pretended Reformation. 
here in England; and by the ſame Rule and Auw- 
chority 1t may bealtered into as many more Shapes 
and Forms as there are Fancies in mens Heads. 


This 1s a true Copy of a Paper written by 
the late King my Brother in his own 
Hand, mbich I found in his Cloſet. 


JAMES R. 
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W223 T is ſo Reaſonable' to:expeed, 


YES: that a'perion always: Bred u 
| = '1n the Church we þ Evatend 
ESR and as. well Inftructcd 1n_ the 
METY TA Doctrine: of '1t, as the beſt 

PINITEASIS Divincs , and. her »capacit 
PRESS: could make her; ſhould be 
%, 175 4H 6 :lrabls to many cenſures, for 
ving Thar, and making her felf a memberof rhe 
Roman 'Catbolick:Chnrch , to which, I-:conteſs, I 
was one of the greateſt cnemics it ever had; Thar 
I choofe rather to endeayour'to ſatisfie ny friends, 
by reading this-Paper, : then ra haverhe:rouble, ro 
infirtr-all the queltions that miy dayly:be asked 
me: And firſt, Hole proteſt in che; preſence” of Al- 
mighty God; That /nv/Perſon, Man, :vv Woman, 
Dire&tly,' nor Inditealy, ever -faid 'atry 'thing to 
me (ſince I cante-mto Erglzed) or uſed. the leaſt 
endeavour to make me change: my:Religion: Ir 1s 
a bleſfing I wholly: owe to. Almighry-God, and I 
hope the hearing of 'a Prayer:d dayly;made him, 
ever ſince I was in-Fraxce,-and':Flanders 5: Where 
ſceing much of the Devormn-of.che '(Cartholicks 
(tho Ihad very litle my ſelf) I made it my con- 
thual-requelſt to Almighty God.; .Thar, '1t '[ were 
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nor, 1-gught, before I died, be in the rruc Reli- 
= 1 did nor fit the leaſt donbe, bur that I was 
ſo, and never had any manne of (cruple will No- 
zember laſt ; When reading a book, called the Hiſto- 
ry of the Reformation, by Do&tor Heylin, which 
I had heard very much commended, and had been 
teld, if ever I had any doubt in my Religion, thar 
would ſettle me; Inſtead of which, I found it the 


deſcription of the horrideſt Sacriledges in the 
World Y 
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World ; A4hd could find no reafon, why we left 
the Chutch, bus for Three the moſt Abomiriable 
ones, that were ever heard of arhongſ Chriftadls : 
Fitſt, Henry the Eighth Renounces the Pope's Aw- 
thority, becauſe he would ndt-give Inm leave ro. . 
paxt with his Wife, and Marry another; m her kfe- 
time': Secondly, Edwerd the Sixth was a Child, arid. 

overn'd by his Uncle, who made his Eftate out of 
Church Lands. And thei Queen Eltzebeth, whio 
being no Lawfal - Heireſs ro: the Crown, could 
haye no way to keep it, but by 'Renouncing a 
Church that could never ſuffer ſo Unlawtfal''a 
thing to be done by one of Her Children, I con- 
fefs, I cannor think the Holy Ghoſt could ever be 
in ſuch Counſels; and it js very ſtrange, thar, if the 
Biſhops had no deſign, but (as they ſay) tho teſto- 
ring us to the Doctrihe of the Primitrve Church 3 
they ſhould never think upon it ,- till Hexry the 
Eighth made the Breach upon ſo Unlawful a Pre- 
tence, Theſe Scruples being raifed, [begun to con- 
ſider of the difference between the Catholicks and 
Us; and Examin'd them as well as I could by the 
Holy Scripture, which, though I do nor pretend 
to be able to underſtand, yer, therc are fome things 
I found ſo cafie, that I cannot but wonder, I had 
been ſo long without finding them out : As the 
Real Preſence in the Bleſſed Sacrament, the Infallibi- 
lity of the Charch , Confeſſion, and Praying for 
the Dead. After this, I ſpoke ſeverally to Two Steldm 4s. 
of the beſt Biſhops we have in Eng/and, who both tar * 
rold me, there were many things in the Roman of weep. 
Church, which (it were yery much to be wiſhed) 
we had kept ; As Confeſſion, which was, nodoube, 
Commanded by God : That Praying for the Dead 
was one of the Ancient things un C— 
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of orceff. would not change his Religion ; bur; that being 


of :another Church , wherein, he 
all: things 'neceflary ro/Salvanion , he thought- ic 
very-all, to: give that Scandal; asito leave-thar 
Cliurch, wherein he had received his Baptiſm! 

i):All theſe: Diſcourſes did but add'more to' the 
defire I had, 'to be a Catholick, 'and gave me the 
moſt terrible : Agonies inthe World, within my 
ſelf. Forall this, tearing ro be raſh in a matter of 
that Weighe, I did all I could to fatisfie niy (elf; 
made it my Datly Prayer to' God ,- to ſettle me it 
the: Right, and: ſo went'on Chriſtmiaſs-day to Re- 
ceive 1n'the King's Chappel; after which,-iI was 
more troubled then ever, and could: never be in 
quiet, till I had told my deſire to a Catholick; who 
brought. a” Prieſt ro me, and thatvvas the Firſt T 
ever did Converſe with, upon' my. Word. : "The 
more 1 ſpoke'to him, the more:I'was Confirm'd 
inmy deſign ; and, as 1t 1s 1mpoſlible tor me to 
doubt of the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
ſays, the Holy Sacrament 1s his Body and Blood, 
{o:1I cannor Believe, that He who 1s the Author 


_ of all truth, and who has promus'd 20 be with his 


Church to the End of the World, would permit them 


- " togive that Holy Myſtery to the Laicty bur in 
+2 one. kind, if it were not Lawful fo to do. 
1 Tam notable, or, if I were, would I enter into 


Diſputes with any Body ; I only in ſhort, ſay this 
for the changing of my Religion, which I rake 
God to Witneſs I would 'neyer have done, it I had 
thought it poſſible to Save mySoul — X 
Wi thin 
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think, I need not ſay, it is any Intereſt in this 
World leads me to it: Ir will be plain enough to + 
every body, that I muſt loſe all the Friends, and 
Credit-I have here, by it; and have very well 
weighed, which I could beſt part with, my ſhare 
in this world, or the next: I thank God I found 
no difficulty in the Choice. 

My only Prayer 1s, that the poor Catholicks of 
this Nation, may not ſuffer for my being of 
their Religion : That God would but give me 
Patience to bear them, and then, ſend me any 
afflictions 1n this World, ſo I may enjoy a Bleſſed 
Eternity hereatrer. | 


St. James's Aug. 


20th. 1670: | | | | : 


